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Communities of Dissent 1850–1914  
 

This volume presents recent research on chapels 

and chapel life in their Victorian and Edwardian 

heyday, considering a variety of locations in Eng-

land and Wales, urban, rural and suburban, some 

industrial, some newly-developed and some long-

established. The experiences of communities of 

dissent are revealed particularly through the 

methods and perspectives of family and local 

studies, linking a wide range of written records, 

buildings, material culture and personal testimo-

nies. Findings illuminate the roles of Nonconform-

ity in this period of maturing modernity, variously debated as a time for chapels of 

growth and increased status, of changing character, or of increasing stress and incipi-

ent decline. 155 pages, 35 illustrations. 
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a winning presence, a curiously fascinating personality – the life and work of Revd 

Gertrude von Petzold (Cynthia Brown). 

 


