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Queen Anne style with a gabled front topped by the arms of the Leys School in cut 
and rubbed brick. 

Turn the corner into Lambs Buildings and you will find near the end on the right a 
pedimented arch topped by a cross which forms the rather modest entrance to St 
Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church (marked C on the map), built with its schools in 
1901 to replace a former church and schools of 1856.  The earlier building had the 
church above the schools: the present building has the church in the basement.  
There had been an orphanage and schools here since 1815, a church was added in 
1848.  

Beyond the church on the corner of Lambs Buildings and Lambs Passage is St Joseph’s Garden, 
a modest tribute to the late Cardinal Basil Hume (1923-99), Archbishop of Westminster, monk 
and shepherd. The garden was designed by young landscape gardener Simon-Peter Stobart, 
whose influences included Japanese design and one of the themes from the Song of Songs in 
the Bible - an enclosed garden in which the Beloved might be encountered and experienced. 

The walk has now ended. Turn left towards Bunhill Row along Lambs Passage and 
return to City Road through the Burial Ground. 

Making your way to Union Chapel for Chapels Society AGM: take bus 271 going 
north, towards Highgate Village or Archway, from stop N in City Road just opposite 
Wesley’s Chapel.  Alight at Highbury Corner (stop marked H) and continue forward 
to the roundabout.  Turn left onto the roundabout and up the steps to Compton 
Terrace: Union Chapel (www.unionchapel.org.uk) is a little way down on the left. 

Any members interested in twentieth-century art and with time to spare at this point can get 
off the 271 bus one stop earlier, at Canonbury Square (stop marked L) to visit the Estorick 
Collection of Modern Italian Art (www.estorickcollection.com) which specialises in Italian 
Futurist works.  Walk forward from the bus stop to the other side of the square and the 
Estorick is on the other side of the road next to the traffic lights. 

 

Chris Skidmore 
June 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acknowledgement: the text of this tour is greatly indebted to the book Islington Chapels by Philip 
Temple, published in 1992 by the Survey of London.  


