
Reverend Dr Martin Wellings MA DPhil FRHistS 
Martin Wellings has been a Life Member of the Chapels Society since 2001.  Born into Chiltern 
Methodism, he has been familiar with a variety of village, town and city chapels as a church 
member, student and, since 1992, a Methodist minister.  He is currently Superintendent Minister of 
the Oxford Methodist Circuit, with responsibility for a Grade II listed building in the city centre and a 
variety of suburban, town and village chapels within a twenty mile radius of Oxford.   

A church historian by training, and a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society, he has published on 
local and national Methodist history and the wider history of evangelicalism.  He serves on the 
national Methodist Heritage Committee and is a past president of the World Methodist Historical 
Society.  He brings to the Council a first-hand experience of caring for historic buildings, a 
knowledge of present-day worshipping communities and an expertise in the historical context of 
Nonconformity in Britain over the last three centuries. 

  

Dr Jennifer M Freeman OBE BA(Hons) DiplCons(AA) IHBC HonDoctArts FRSA FSA 
Jenny Freeman has worked in the heritage since 1970, after a spell in banking. 

She first worked for the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission and, returning to 
London, on European Architectural Heritage Year.  She later became project co-ordinator/co-
author of ‘Save the City’, a conservation study of the City of London, becoming Victorian Society 
Secretary in 1982.  She has published widely for SAVE, contributed to the book on Kensal Green 
Cemetery and wrote the book on W D Caröe, chapel and church architect, launched with its 
associated RIBA exhibition in 1990. 

Appointed first Director of the Historic Chapels Trust in 1992, she retired last year after taking on 
20 highly graded, redundant chapels ‘at risk’ in England.  Most are now happily regenerated, with 
plans well advanced for the rest.  Suitable community activities and occasional services of worship 
take place throughout the year.  Twelve awards have been won for HCT projects. 

HCT raised over £8.5 million for its endeavours in 20 years, with roughly one third following from 
applications to English Heritage and Heritage Lottery Fund, and one third by fund-raising mostly 
among grant-giving trusts.  Conservation of historic fabric and upgrading go hand in hand, without 
compromise to the former.  Many scholarly guides to chapels have been published.  

She was awarded an OBE for services to the heritage in 2012. 

She is a founder member of the Chapels Society. 

Jenny brings wide-ranging, practical conservation experience and knowledge of ‘non-Anglicanism’ 
to the Society, plus a strong background in policy, legislation and finance. 

  

Professor Peter Ackers BA(Oxon) MA(Warwick) MPhil PGCE PhD 
I am an academic at Loughborough University who specialises in Industrial Relations and Labour 
History.  My PhD was a study of the link between trade unionism and religious nonconformity and 
focused on the British Churches of Christ.  I was an early member of the society and contributed a 
piece on the Churches’ Wigan chapels.  Then I lapsed for a few years before returning again to the 
fold.  I’m a practising Anglican and interested at a purely amateur level in all forms of Church 
Architecture; being also a member of the Churches Conservation Trust as well as the Wesley 
Historical Society and the Society for the Study of Labour History.   

My main expertise is in the area of working class religion as a part of associational culture and 
particularly nonconformity.  I’m interested in both the ‘West End Chapels’ populated by the 
employer classes and the ‘Back Street Bethels’ (to use Hugh McLeod’s terms), which produced 
some many trade union leaders.  In a Society with so many Architectural History experts, I would 
bring to the Council a stronger (complimentary) interest in Chapels Social History.  In my view, a 
crucial reason for preserving so many modest chapels is that they were so central to English 
history. 


