
Application for Membership 
 
I enclose a cheque for my initial subscription of 

£   

You may wish to download a standing order form to cover 
subsequent payments from 
www.chapelssociety.org.uk/membership. 
 
Name(s):  
(Corporate applicants should enter the principal contact’s 
name on the line above.) 
 
Address:   

   

Postcode:   

Phone number:   

Email address:   

  

I hereby apply for membership. 

Date:   

Signature:    

How did you hear about the Chapels Society? 

  

Do you have any specific areas of interest or are 
you engaged in any current research related to 
chapels? 
  

Please return this form to Paul Gardner, 
Membership Secretary, 1 Sunderland Close, 
Borstal, Rochester, ME1 3AS. 

THE 

CHAPELS SOCIETY 
 

The Chapels Society seeks to foster public 
interest in and knowledge of the architectural 

and historical importance of all places of worship 
and their related structures in the United 

Kingdom, loosely described as Nonconformist.  
These primarily comprise the buildings of 

Christian bodies (Protestant, Roman Catholic 
and Orthodox) outside the Established Church 

but may include those of other faiths.  The 
Society also seeks to promote the survival of 

Nonconformist places of worship, their buildings 
and furnishings, by offering advice and 

encouragement to those responsible for their 
upkeep. 

 

 

 
Address for general correspondence 

Sara Crofts, Hon Secretary, 47 Salisbury Drive, 
Swadlincote, Derbyshire DE11 7LD  

Email: ChapelsSociety@gmail.com 

Website: www.ChapelsSociety.org.uk 

 

THE 

CHAPELS 
SOCIETY 

 
 

 
 
 

Registered with the Charity Commission 
No. 1014207 



An Introduction… 
 
The Chapels Society seeks to foster public 
interest in and knowledge of the architectural 
and historical importance of all places of worship 
and their related structures in the United 
Kingdom, loosely described as Nonconformist.   
 
These primarily comprise the buildings of 
Christian bodies (Protestant, Roman Catholic 
and Orthodox) outside the Established Church 
but may include those of other faiths. 
 

 
 

The Chapels Society also seeks to promote the 
survival of nonconformist places of worship, 
their buildings and furnishings, by offering 
advice and encouragement to those responsible 
for their upkeep.  The Society is not able to make 
financial contributions toward restoration costs, 
but can advise about possible sources of grant 
aid.   
 
The Chapels Society works closely with the 
Historic Chapels Trust, into whose care 
outstanding buildings no longer in use may pass. 
 
 

(Illustration: Rosslyn Hill St Stephen by S S Teulon 1869)

The Chapels Society Newsletter is published three 
times a year in January, May and September.  It 
contains information about events of interest to 
members, short articles of original research, and 
reviews of books and other shorter publications 
such as individual chapel histories.  Members 
also receive a copy of the Society’s triennial 
publication as part of their subscription. 
 
In addition, the 
Chapels Society 
arranges visits to 
chapels and other 
places of 
Nonconformist 
interest for its 
members.  Visits 
are held in the 
spring and 
autumn and an 
Annual General 
Meeting in conjunction with a lecture or visit 
takes place in the summer.   
 
In 2010 the Society collaborated with Dr 
Williams’s Centre for Dissenting Studies to hold 
a day conference in London on The Shaping of 
Nonconformist Architecture and in 2012 the Society 
held a conference with the title Sitting in Chapel.  
Occasional residential week-end tours are also 
offered to members – a visit to the Isle of Man 
was one of the highlights of 2011.  
 
Details of the Society’s publications, visits and 
other events can be found on our website at 
www.ChapelsSociety.org.uk 
 
 

(Illustration: Unnamed chapel, Derby by J Wills 1881)

Membership 
 
Membership is open to all persons who are in 
agreement with the objects of the Society.  
Current subscription rates for the year ending 
31st December are: 
 

• £15.00 ~ individual member in the UK 

• £20.00 ~ two members at the same UK 
address, receiving one copy of all 
correspondence 

• £20.00 ~ individual overseas member 

• £8.00 ~ full-time student registered in 
the UK 

• £20.00 ~ corporate member in the UK 

• Life membership is available at 20 times 
the current rate 

 
Applications made after 30th June are payable at 
half the annual rate for remainder of the initial 
year. 
 
As a small not-
for-profit 
organisation the 
Chapels Society 
is exempt from 
registering with 
the Data 
Protection 
Registrar.  
Members’ details are stored on a computer 
system, handled as required by the Data 
Protection Act, and not divulged to anyone 
outside the membership. 
 
 

(Illustration: Friends Meeting House, Come to Good 1710 ) 


